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Pats auitrit's was born at r Southwell in. 
| ' Bedfordfhire, in 1973. His parents, James 
| 2 Jemima Smith, are of that claſs of vagrant- 
called Grpfies, who procure a wretched livelihood 


by y ſelling. {mall articles from place to place, for- 


tk telling, fiddling,. and ſuc Kind of looſe and 
unlawful praftices. 

His mother, it ſeems, had ſome education in le, 
youth'; ſhe lived ſeveral years in ſervice, and ; 
afterwards took up with a gipſy. Some of her 


younger children can read —— repeat the Lord 5 


prayer, creed; and ten commandments z; but ſhe '- 
| complained that Tobias was of ſo untractable a 


diſpoſition, that he would never learn one letter [ 
Or rayere ; : + V4 3s 


he firſt thing Toby mentisned. to me; as the 


<auſe of his misfortunes,” was the = Kate. ; 
5 n 


His 1 and mother lived 1 in, . 


„ „ „„ 


Sate in Nov. 17 1 for Kealing s a mare wr 
of a paſture at Stayſden, the property of Mr. 


* 
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William Curtiſe, a farmer. He was tried at he 


Lent aſſizes 1792, before Sir William Aſhurſtz 3 
os. being found guilty, was condemned: to „% | 


aged; Wh yas. executed bon him 1 
rd near Rec dford, 
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Baut as it pleaſed God to make him an object of 


His tender mercy, in ſo ſingular a manner, he re; 
peatedly requeſted me, (and man ) thats Who 
viſited him, to make it public, for che information 
of gipſies, and as far as poſſible to reclaim all 
Tanks of offenders. Vere ah | | 


ning, fighting, &c. From his infancy he never 
knew any other way of life, but nen from 


a” 


* 
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took a lamb and ferved it 
| buried the carcaſes in the wood for future pro- 
vifion, except the ſhoulder, Which they broiled: .. 


» 2 1 T 

LE: 

Years ago: the ſame M. S. perſuaded him 6 6y 

with him to a flock of, ſheep,” belonging to Mr.“ 

"Tingay, junior; Meſbeck caught a ſheep, ſKinned 

14 of it, and cut off a ſhoulder before it was 
ead, Toby aſſiſting him; but this not being fat, 

he thought it not good 8 : ſo went again 

e ſame way, then 


at their fire and eat amongſt them: thefe carcaſes- 
were ſoon found, and the gipſies ſuſpected of the 
crime, being encamped ſo near. He told me allo- 
of his breaking into his uncle's houſe at Great 


Stourton, as he was returning from Thrapſtone: - 


* — 


fair, being very hungry, but only found a bottle 
of wine which he drank: this he acknowledged. 
to his uncle, aſked his pardon, and obtained for- 
giveneſs. Many other petty:thefts he was guilty 


_ of too tedious to mention; Fighting was a prac- 


tice he greatly delighted in and generally Was 
victor; he was fo nimble; that he thought no 
man could ever burt him, except on his arms by 

fencing, He challenged the great Mendoza, and. 
believed he could have beat. him, ſaid-he had beat - 


| feveral better men than the Jew. But he ſorely- 


lamented that he had been guilty of manſlaughter: 


twice, having fo bruiſed his combatants that they 


never recovered of thgtblows he gave them. The 


temptakion to ſteal horſes continued. with him, 


at times, for above two ycars, before he.committed. 
the crime. He had been drinking, it being a very 
rainy day, and by coming to. Stagltlen,' got very 
wet; as he was going by the paſture; de lee, Nr. 


Curtis's mare and reſolved to take her; he went 


to the White Horſe, where be got more liquor. 
He left the public hoaſe a little after dark, much. 


intoxicated, and went to the field, ſtole the mare, 
and rode her to Safron Walden in Eſſex, but had: 
forgot the fair-day being the week before. He: 


; rode back to Potton, where he offered her to ſale, ; 
but could not- ſell her. Being much afraid. leſt 


. | 4A 3 


Wh * 


he: 


* 


f 


o 


- . 
i» 


U 
9 , 1 , * 
wn 
*. 


5 


- 


F 


Where he had left her, and ſtabbed her in two 
places with his knife, The account of her being 
killed in fuch a manner made a great rumqur in 
the country. Many talked to him about her, as 
it was well known he had brought her to Potton, 
aſking him whoſe ſhe was, how he came by het, 
Kc. He faid he was ſo frightened he could not 
ſtir a ſtep to run away; and having told many 
lies about the matter, he was entangled in his talk, 
and ſuſpeſted that he had ſtole her. Being taken 
into cuſtody, and brought before Sir Philip 
Monoux of Sandy, he confeffed his crime, and 
was ſent to Bedford priſon, i 
What a ſmall circumſtance may lead to des» 


. 


ſhoes marked J. K. This was known to be Mr. 


Whbence ſhe came. What a hleffing it is to the 


country that he was taken ſo young, for in all 
probability he would. have done much hurt: and 
as be had, been gui 

fulfil 


died, "by man th; 


his parents had often grieved him, becaule if any 


thing was fling amongft them, he was charg 


with it. He was alſo much diſtreſſed in his mind 
about the ſheep : and often wept in private for 


His bffences, Many times he wandered.in the 


night to weep, hecauſe his parents lived ſo miſe= 


rably together, and often prevented his father 
from beating his mother. And on account of IS 


* * 


57 Curtis's mare he was ſo intimidated chat if 
of a buſh, he ſuſpected ſome one was Keine to 
take him, ſo that he could not ¶eęp in the Djghts 


7 
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tection ? The mare had been ſhod at Mr. Kilpin's 
op at Bedford, a day or two before, and the 


be fhoutd be found out, he. it to the paſturs | 


Smith and 


Ts 


By all thele we' may ſee he v was. not without e. 
* alſo” how dreadful a companion. a guilty con - 


is, being alarmed at every, thing. His 
Gres 84d of Mach as ſo great, that when he was. 


ſentented to die, though he was.fo- deaf at the 
time of his trial, "that he never heard one word: 


from the council, witneſſes, jury, nor judge; 


yet the ſight of him putting on his black cap 


| cauſed him'to faint away, 


On Sunda the 11th of March, I viſited 838. 
h 


which continued for four ſucceeding days with- 


out any intermiſſion, 8 


I entered into converſation with kim, . en- 
deavoured to turn his mind to God, to ſeek par 


don for his numerous ſins; but he did not appear B 


to have the leaſt knowledge, or idea, of the. being; 


of a Cod, of heaven or of hell. He was the 


darkeſt in this ſenſe, of any man that ever I talk- 


ed with. In the afternoon I 8 them a ſecond: 


viſit. Tobias appeared, if poli le, more alarmed ;. 
he Was all hurry, rao. Who could get him 
off, and ſald no money ſhould be ag ler that 
purpoſe. 1. 45 laboured to hey him that money 
was of no ufe ; that being guilty of ſuch a crime 
and convicted on ſo clear evidence, there! * no 


hope of deliverance that way, but that he mult 
Uie for his offence. 1 again tried tio inform bim 
of Jefus'Chrift, and of his dying for ſuch ſinners; 


firiving to find words ſuitable to his 1 7 0 but 


he could form no idea of 'Chriſt, or of ſa vation 
By him. I {till continued fpeaking to him, in- 


words ſuited to his low r ; and after 
ety; with great eagerneſs he caught me by the 

and ſaying “ God Almighty bleſs you, Sir, do- 
ſave my ſoul,” I laboured again to. thew him 
that 1 but Chriſt could ſave him, His terror 


FS yo great which cauſed. his thirſt to be 


ilip Huckle, who was condemned 
for killing a mare with foal. They were both in 
a dreadful ſtate, pobr Tobies heart beat fo that the 
throbbing was very viſible through all his cloaths ;. 
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exceſive, N he f as in a rag ing fever. 
"He ap ppeared 5 in ſuch a ſtate that we uppoſed he 
harlly live to the time of his execution. 

On Monday I went again, and after prayer, 
: aſked him what he thought of God? Heſaid “ he 
did not think of him.” 1 aſked if he believed. it 


2 poſlible that God could ſave him? He replied, 


* Ee did not know.” 1 ſtrove much to make 


wi fentible, and when 1 urged him to. priy, be 


| ſaid, „bat can I do?. I have no prayer: Inever 
had any pra eee - 1 bade him pray from his 
heart, and aſł God as a beggar does for What he 
Wants. He ſaid, © my heart will not pray.” His 
_ Ignorance can ſcarcely be conceived in theſe 
© things; ; ard herelied on this erroneous principle, . 
that He Was accùfed of many things which he did 
not commit, and ſaid, „1 hope this will be good 
for me, I Was ſo. belied; I Vlels God Almighty 
that is all my hope.“ 1 had hard work lo drive 
bim from the notion that he expeRted to. be for- 
«given the crimes he did commit, becauſe he was 
*zccuſed of others which he did nor. O how hard 
it is to bring ſinners to Jeſus Chriſt; they will 
truſt to any thing, rather than fly to the mercifal 
arms and atoning blood of a crucified Saviour. 
On Tuefday 1 converſed with him again, He 
then began to pray earneſtly. for mercy; but fo 
reduced in ſtrength, that he was ſcarcely like the 
fame man. From the time of his condemnation 
till now, he had taken little, if any ſolid. food, 
nor ever. cloſed. his eyes in ol but before [ 
let him he began to get a little hope, and ſaid, 


Eto —4 feel ſomething good at my heart,” but this 


glimpſe was ſoon over, and-he ſunk lower if of- 
"Able: even to deſpair of either God's willing- 
Heſs or power to Tave him, 
On Sinday the 18th I received the following 
letter from Mr. Gibbons. 
I am happy to in form you of the great bleſ- 
| fing, which has attended our feeble attempts, for 
_ the converbon of the N Priſoners. When I 
| - * viſited 
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viſited them on Tuelday, I found them in the 


deepeſt diſtreſs imaginable ; particularly Toby, 


who roared out for the diſquietude of his ſoul on: 


account of fin, whereby he had Aae 9e. God; 
but nqw the ſcene is quite altered, the Lord hath 


"ſet his ſoul at liberty; he can rejoice in the Go 


of hisfalvation, and waits for the time when his, 
foul ſhall- take its flight from the gallows to, 
i.. 8 | 


We returned God thanks publicly for his re- 
formation; and next morning I went to Bedford, 
and found him a changed man indeed. As ſoon 
as I entered his cell he reached out his hand, 
 faying, ** God bleſs you, I am glad to ſee you: 
from my heart.“ The gloom was gone; and his 


deep ſorrow was over. I.enquired how he found: 


Himſelf before he was made ſo happy? He an- 


wered; I felt ſuch a- pain as if a large nail was. 
run into my heart; I could get no eaſe. I could 
not ſleep. I was afraid to die; But now I long, 
to die. When Mr. Gibbons was preaching, Th | 
telt as -I-never did before: and when I came in 
again (i. e. into his cell,) I felt as if God had? 
ſtripped aHl-the ſkin off: my heart, as cleau as we-' 
ſkin a cat.“ To- another: friend he faid «God: 


has entirely taken the ſkin:offmy-heart 3” mean- 
ing, in his way of expreſſing it, what is recorded! 


Deut. x! 16, and xxNM. 6. Jer. iv. 4, but his deaf-- 


neſs hindered him much, as he could not. Hear 
diſtinctly, and being ſo illiterate he was qaite at a. 


loſs for words to expreſs himſelf, eſpecially a- 
greeable to ſcripture; yet- I. often wondered at 


his expreſſions becauſe he had never. read, or: 


heard che ſcaiptures before. 


1 


I ſhall give the account as Mr. Gibbons wrote: ; 


it at that time. 8 ä 5 | *- 8 
Wedneſday 14, when. I. ſaw him in ſuch in- 


en preſſible diſtreſs, I endeavoured to point him. 


to Jeſus Chriſt; for ſalvation, but he thought he 
had committed ſo many -fins in his life, that God: 
not have mercy. upon him. As he began 
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| much, but Toby ſaid to him, my ſoul is ill 


ils in another world, When think. on 


pow.to underſtand the declarations of the ſerip- 


tures, and the promiſes, of à Saviour, he broke 
out laying, ““ I hope I ſhall End your words true, 
1 hope I ſhall.” 1 neyer ſaw any thing like bis 


iſtreſs, but from this time he appeared to-have a 


. 1 


4 Thurſday, He was. in an agony of trouble, 


4 * 


_ exying to God to ſays him; and continued pray- 


ing with much fervency, though he was very 


weak ; we could ſcarce get him to riſe from his 


= 


by believing in a.crucified Saviour. 


I = 


On Friday, I aſked him; how he was, he an- 


* 1 of 


knees; but ſoon after this he found deliverance 


- 


fwered, „I am quite well. I feel my heart quite 


comfortable. 1 feel as if God had given me ſome- 


thing to drink, more comfortable to my heart 
than any thing I ever had in my life, My heart 
before was as cold as a ſtone, but now I am ſo 
happy, I cannot think on God but I ſmile, for 


What God hath done fer me.“ He never could 
learn the right end of a book nor a letter in it 


till now, but hearing ſo: many precious promiſes. 
out of the ſcriptures, he bent his whole mind to 
leaꝝn to * he died; and. ſoon got tho 
words, God, Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, Holy Ghoſt, 


Saviour, &c. And appeared. greatly delighted: 
; with this new knowle ©. He aid, «I fan my 5 
ſelf ſo happy, that 1 hardly know how to live on. 


39 


earth any longer. 1 
His brother John came to viſit him, and Weg 


happy- I warn, you not to keep bad company; 
Nh ray to God. Almighty,. that: you may. feen 


comfort as well as me.: don't keep company with. 
NM. S, he hath ruined me. If I ad liſtened: to- 


him, and done as he would have had me, he would: 


have brought me to this before now; but. I am. 


glad J am going to leave this wicked world. I. 
hate my fins, and. all my old ways ;. I hate them, | 
from my heart. I feel myſelf:fo happy now, juſt 


| heaven, 


$8 
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t * 1 
Readen, I expett to meet Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. 
F find ſuch happmeſs in.my heart, as I never felt 
in all my life before; my heart takes knowledge 
bf God. 1 hardly know what to make of my- 
ſelf, I feel ſo different to what I ever did before.“ 
Notwithſtanding his rejaicing, he was very tender. 
hearted, and wept over his brother, adviling him. 
to fear God, and be good to his mother. At 
Aànobther time he ſaid, © I am now well, I can Maß 
in my happineſs, I cannot help rejoicing and: 
ſmiling, I am ſo happy; 1 am fo glad I am to. 
/ h CENTERS ITN, 
Saturday 17. He ſtill continued. buſy in the 
ſcriptures, and delighted with them and with 
ſome expreſſions in the prayer-book, that he be» 
an to aſk queſtions until he anderſtood that Jeſus 
hriſt came to ſave a. ruined world: eſpecially, 
thoſe that believe. in his meritorious death.. Hz 85 
aid, how good God is to come down from. hea-- 
ven to tell us all theſe good. things! it does me 
% T 
On Sunday, I cad: that portion of Scripture: - 
out of St. Janes Epiſtle v. 16. Confeſs your 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. He ſaid, Before IL con- 
feſſed my fins I felt juſt like a loaded. waggon. 
going full drive down. a hill: but now. I feel miy- 


* 


elf carried up as eaſy as poſſible.” 

80 faris V. Gibbon's account. 
Monday 19, 1 came to. Bedford, in company 
With a friend from. St. Neot's, who Was greatly. 
ſtruck with Toby's ſerene countenance. There: 
was not the leaſt appearance of that tawny look, 
which the gipſies have. In converſation. with us, 
he expreſſed himſelf as being, very. happy Pen! 


laid, „I do not want to live any longer. I. ſhall 
be glad when the time comes, for 1 want to ſes 
SGod;“ with many more words to the ſame 
On Tueſday, I found him with the prayer-book. 
im his. hand, I aſked what he knew of it? He: 
%% <&.: AS» awed, 


% 
EW 


[one] 
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| anſwered, & I never knew the right end of a boek 


before in my life ; but now. I. can read ſome 


words, and ſpell almoſt any thing,” He ſhewed 


me many words he knew; and that he could go 
through the Lord's prayer, He ſaid. “ J ſhall learn 
' to read before Saturday yet“ 


| London, in'order to 


— 


I left them and went to 


Wed a reprieve for Philip Huckle, as we had 
ome reaſon. to believe, he was innocent of the 


crime for which he was condemned : and though 
I met with many diſcouragements,. yet, by the 
bleſſing of God, it ſucceeded. In my abſence, Mr. 


Jeffries, viſited the priſoners. Toby, ſaid to him, 
& God has viſited me, and bleſt me, at the time I. 
thought I ſhould die en - but ſince 1 


was ſet at, liberty (i. e. from the burden of guilt. 


and fear of death) I. can pray. to God. con- 
_— „ | 

__ Wedneſday, Mr. Jeffries, aſked, if he ſtill 
prayed to God, © O yes, I can feaſt on Jeſus. 


Thriſt, who died to ſave 2 N 5 
8, 1 felt as if Go 3 


in the time of my diſtreſs 
2 a nail into my heart: but, ſince he has. 


. blefled me, I can feaſt. on his love. Before my 


heart was changed by the power of God. I. 
- was as bad as à dog; but now my heart dances for 

joy within me. My ſoul is like a bird, ſinging che. 
Praiſes of God in the air. . 6 


4 


” Thurſday. 22d. I returned to Bedford and ted 
Toby that there was no hope of a, pardon farhim.. 
le anſwered, “I do not want a pardon, GA has 


pardoned me. I. do not want any.other pardon. I. 


. 
* 


would rather. die and $0 ta heaven. 


_ forgiven, He anſwered, My heart tells me ſo.“ 


I ſaid the Prophet writes; that our hearts are de- 
ceitful above all things, &c. He replied, * I; 
| know God has forgiven my ſins, I am ſo happy. 


I could. never. make mylelt ſo. happy as I always 


7 


5 *%. * 


how he knew his.fins were 
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feel now; with manyotherſuch anſwers as quit 


of God. I feel the love of God ſo perfectly through. 
my heart, that when I. think upon. Jeſus. Chriſt: | 
my Saviour, Lam ſo glad I cannot help rejoicing ;: 
my heart laughs within..me. I,ſhall ſoon be in. 
heaven now, and ſee Jeſus Chriſt : by faith, I can: 
ſee the angels, coming from beyond the clouds, 
and bringing bleſſings: to my heart. I often think. 
of the long draught.of wine I. ſhall have in the: 
kingdom of God. I. cannot help ſmiling,. Lam fo. _ 
happy. I have no fear of death, I am ſo ſenſible: 
of what God hath done for me.“ Then Mr. Crow 
chaplain to the county, came, and we all went 
into the chapel ;. after ſervice we received the ſa- 
crament with the priſoners. It was an awful ſea- 
ſon, Toby ſaid afterwards, . „it was a bleſſed. 
time. I found myſelf very happy. I felt as ifs - 
n his. wine upon my heart, and 
made 
up 


E me glad. I have found my ſoul. ſo fixed; 
upon. God, I could not tell how the time went 
en. I. have been aſtoniſhingly wicked, I am 
glad I al Rong to die, and leave all my. old com- 
panions. My heart is ſo glad it jumps for joy 
within me.“ . El 

I now piepared to attend. him te the gallows, 
where an immenſe multitude aſſembled to ſee him; 
and in the midſt of them a company of gentle- 
men's ſervants pred at cards under the. gallows,. 
as if well pleaſed to lee their fellow-creatures ſuffer - 


a.thocking death. A. meſſenger came and inform-: 
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A me that the ſheriff would not execute Toby 
alone that day, but wait till next Saturday, as 
 Huckle's-reſpite gave no hope of a reprieve. To- 
by appeared much diſappointed : He ſaid, * I 
 expeted foon to have been in heaven, but I 1 
will not be impatient, I ſhall have only more 
time to ſerve God on earth, and to learn to read; 
_ andit appears almoſt the fame thing as in hea- 
,,,, nar WE Ty „%%% TS” 
I left him and went into my circuit till the 
28th, Mr. Gibbon's noted the following particu- 
lars. Saturday 'afternoon, his fellow priſoner 
read to him, and every time he mentioned; God 
or Jeſus Chriſt, Toby ſaid; * EF feel that name ſo 
fweet and comfortable to my foul.” When Philip. 
had done, he added, give me the book and let 
me look at it; though I cannot read it all, it does 
me good to ſee it.“ | N 5 
Sunday 25. Paying his hand upon his fore- 
head, he ſaid, I feel God's love upon my heart, 
as plain as I can feel my hand on my forehead. 
Before I confeſſed, I was as miſerable as a dog; 
but now I have confeſſed all my crimes, Iam as 
Kappy as a bird in che air. When I look up to 
God, it is as if the air brings knowledge and blei- 
| ings to my heart” 5 5 
* _ Tueſday 27th. Mr. Gibbon's read to him near 
an hour; he faid, I do love God with all my 
bhbeart. I would not part with my happineſs.for- 
all this yard full of money, how good: God is to. 
me; it does me good to hear of him.“ 
Wedneſday 28th. I came to Bedford again, he: 
ſaid, „I am heartily glad to fee you : I feel 


ie more pray, the more God bleſſes me, I am 


fure God hath bleſſed me, I am fo happy. I could. 
not make, myſelf fo. comfortable. I long for the 
day to come when 1 ſhalb die. Then I ſhall ſee the 
glory of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. " 
Thurſday 29. After prayer he repeated the 
| Lord's prayer, and the grace of our Lord Jeſus- 
Chriſt ; which be tooked. upon as a great treaſ — 


8. ow n 


; acts, 
He faid, © when I 9 with my N 1 
e 


feel them comfort to my heart.“ In the a der⸗ 


noon he-told me, he felt it 2 pleaſure to die, and 


added, What a ſhame it is for a young man, not 
twenty years of age, to come to this: but if I had 
known the love of Jefus* Chriſt my Saviour, 1 
thould never have come to this; but I never 
could hear any goodnefs,” (becauſe he was very 
deaf) but I bleſs God he has got polleſhon of me 
now, 1 wiſh. Philip was as happy as I am. I. 

hope I ſhall ſee him in heaven.“ e 


Friday go. I met Foby's mother at the priſon 


door. As Toby could not make her underſtand 
him in religious things, he had ſent her to me, 
fay ing, he will tell you all about it:“ We re- 
turned; and he deſired her to pray to God Almigh- 
ty, * ſaying, you do not know what good he can 
do you.“ She began to plead her own innocence, 
and what a good boy Toby had been, never 
fpeaking bad words as many children do though. 
by what 1 can. learn, he was one of the moſt au- 
dacious blaſphemous youths poſſible) but ſhe con- 
tinued, „it is what the Almighty ordained for 
him; it is what was to be.“ Here I ſtopped hen 
ſaying, that was an eaſy way of throwing all the 
blame upen God, but Toby ſoon aſſigned a more 
proper reaſon for it, and ſaid, „No, it was the 
wickednefs of my heart, my heart was always ſo. 
wicked. But new I ſeel myſelf quiet changed': 
Lam always perfectly happy. I hate my fins: E 
grin at them, L grin at them By theſe odd ex- 
preſſions he intimated his great abhorrence of his. 
* they were the ſtrongeſt terms he could ex- 
refs it in. Another converſation took place about 
is father having left her again, with alkthe chil- 
- dren, and gone off with another woman, Toby 
faid, ** Mammy, don't mind what a wicked man 
does; do you pray to God that he may bleſs you 
and make you happy. Yet I love my daddy. L 
feel 1 love him for all that, and pray to God to 
turn his heart from ſin.“ I talked to her about 


\ 
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Meir vagrant life, and adviſed her to go tu her 
39 wriſh-and ſettle; ſhewing her the danger of 
1 _ khringing more into the ſame ſtate with Toby: 
. She replied, (I never did any body any wrong in 
118 my life, I endeavour: to get à bit of bread for 
/ the children honeſtly. I'pray+to God: night and 
"118 morning always.“ With difficulty I brought her. 
1118 to confeſs ſhe had been unjuſt in her — 
but could not-prevail upon her to ſettle. Toby 
ſaid. to her, O mother, ſerve Gods but nothing 
grieves me ſo much as my daddy's uſing you and 
your children ſo ill: may God turn his heart.” 
His mother's tears quite overcame him, and he 
wept very much. Then Philip Huckle's wife and 
f iſter came to take their leave of him; when ſuch 
a ſcene of weeping and wailing took place as þ 
never wiſh. to fee again. I thought my heart 
Would break to ſee. ſuch near relations meet to 
take their final leave of each other on ſuch an- 
BE NO ie »» m 
Saturday morning I went to him, knowing he 
Was not to die that day, though he did not. He- 
was cheerful, and ſaid, · Bleſſed be God the day: 
is come at laſt: how glad Jam; I do net want 
to live here: I want to be. in heaven to ſee my 
Saviour. I ſhall fee ſuch glory, as. I never ſaw: u 
before. I ſhall ſoon. be in- heaugh-mow.. I feel: 
as much peace and comfort as ever., l#caunot 
help ſmiling to think what a merciful God we 
have, to bleſs us inithis manner. My heart fought 
and laboured to get to God:and to love him, a8 a. 
man {ſtrives to. do his day's work; (alluding to 
gh: his. firſt extremity) but now I can give him my 
11.8 ' Whole heart; and. am all- calmneſs and gladneſs. 
4 My Saviour, ſuffered three times as much for mz 
28 I ſhall ſuffer, I can face death Without fear, 
when I think how. God puts his love in:my-heart, 
„and of Jeſys Chriſt my Saviour, Lam ſo com. 
fortable, ſo. happy; no fear, all mildneſs and 
cladneſs.. I. cannot fear death. I long to die- 
L want to. ice. the heavenly. glory,” We con? 
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. verſed. of ſeveral things; but when T mentioned 

eſus, and the glorified ſtate of heaven, he, ſmit- 
ing ſaid, © I have had my health ever ſince I be- 
came deaf, but never had ſuch. health as this, 
ſince God pardoned me. God bleſs you, for you 
have madea man of me for the glory of the next 
world, I hope.“ I corrected him, ſaying, it was 
not me, but God. True, he replied, but you 
firſt told me of him, or I ſhould never have 
known, I now love my enemies, and forgive 


them all they have done and ſaid againſt me, 


I hope WN one will forgive me. I love all that 
have been helpful to me, as my life. I hope I 

ſhall meet you all in heaven.“ Then to Philip 
his fellow priſoner, © I ſhall ſoon know whether 


you are innocent as youſay.” Philip ſaid * Then 


you: will. know that I am innocent of that crime.“ 
hope you are, if ſo, it will be good for you.“ 
I informed him he was not to die this day. At 
which he ſeemed more diſtreſſed than I had ſeen 
him ſince his converſion. He aſked, * Why are 
we not to die this day ? I do not want to live; I 
wiſh to go to heaven.“ I Was afraidthis delay 
might hurt him, and cauſe him to expect a re- 
pris ve; but, bleſſed be God, it never moved him. 
After a pauſe, he ſaid, „Well, if I muſt not die, 
I will. not be. impatient; it appears to me nearly 
the ſamg whether we ſerve God on earth or in 
| n: I will pray and praiſe him as long as I 
live.” Many of his acquaintance who were ad- 
mitted to ſee him, beheld with aſtoniſhment his 
cheerful and ſerene countenance, 3 


On Monday I informed him that he had but 


a ſhort. time to live. He ſaid, „Well, I bleſs 
God, I am ready to die any time. I am all hap- 

ineſs. My heart uſed to jump and dance in me 
for joy; but now 1 am ſo mild, ſo calm, and ſo 
comfortable; if any one would give me this room, 


5 and yard full of money for my happineſs, I would 


not take it. I wiſh I could ice Mr. Curtiſe, (his 
prolecutor,) to alk his pardon, for I feel I low 
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Ne 2 as my friends, and I doubt not but 
he would forgive me. I forgive every body, I 
bleſs God Aliighty.” 060 I 78 77 | 44 
Net morning about fix: o'clock I viſited him 
"again, © Soort after Mr. Crow came and aſked him 
How he did? He anfwered, , Lam well, 1 bleſs 
'God*Almighty.” Are you refigned to your fate? 
He faid, No, faintly, Mr. Crow repeated the 
queſtion and received" the fame anfwer.| Per- 
ceiving that Toby did not underſtand the queſ- 
tion, I ſaid, are you not willing to die. O yes, 
I bleſs God Almighty, 1 long to die, I am com- 
fortable in my heart. I prayed all night till 
1 fell aſleep: while I was awake I could claſp my 
Happineſs in my breaſt.” | (He meant, ' claſp his 
arms about his breaſt he was ſo happy in his foul, 
as he explained himfelf afterwards:) «I expect 
ſoon” to ſee the glory of God.“ He likewiſe 
N roſecutor, and all his enemies, 
that God would make them all happy. 8 
ie deſired me to bid his relations look to God 
and make themſelves happy about him, adding, 
& I feel myſelf quite — 225 I feel the'know- 
ledge of God ſtill. I am not afraid of death; 
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nor afraid of dying, When 'I think upon God 
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I am ſo glad the day is come; I think my puniſh- 
ment is now over. I ſhall: not feel much by 
hanging, it will ſoon be over; and then 1 ſhalt. 
fee God for ever. I am right glad the time is 
come. I feel as if I was maſter of death: I could 
fet my foot on him. I am not aſhamed to die, 
put aſhamed that I ever ſinned againſt God, and 
fo offended him. But I never heard of Jefus. 
_ Chriſt; Had I known him, I ſhould never have 
been fo wicked, but now Chrift is fweeter'to me 
than ever was flower in a garden.“ A perſon 
afked in whom he' truſted for mercy, he anſwered, 
«In Jeſus Chriſt, I feel myſelf ſtrong in him, 
and more comfortable than ever. I am united to 
Jeſus Chriſt. IL never knew there was a Jeſus 
Tritt, +I knew therewas a God; but I have 
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known more in half an hour, han in al my. lifes 
I find myſelt ſo comfortable: no fear, no hurry, 
. all calm and quiet. Iwo of his brothers - came 
ip, and wept very tenderly, He ſaid to them, 
My father was the cauſc that brought me to 
this ; he was always ſo croſs, driving me from 
the company; yet L love. my father.” To John 
he ſaid, My dear brother fear God, and keep 
no bad company; do not go with Meſheck 
Smith.“ Then to his little brother he ſaid, Fear 
Cod: do not fight and quarrel, do not curſe and 
ſwear; but be good to your mother. And I hope 
to ſee you in glory. If my father had uſed me 
like a man, I had never come to this; he often 
.kicked me about: hut I never lifted up my hand 
againſt him in my life. Don't cry, my brother, 
| don't cry for me; I am happy, I bleſs my Gad 
ſor it. My ſpirit is made fit tor heaven, I ami not 
afraid to die. Then they took their leave of 
him, and it was ſome time before he ceaſed. weep- 
ing on their account, and ſaid, .I am grieved my 
father uſes my mother and children ſo ill.“ It 
was ſome time before I could get his mind raiſed _ 
to heaven, but then he talked às happy as before, 
and ſmiled at the thoughts of meeting Gad. Soon 
after orders were given for-his irons to be knockx- 
ed off. He cheerfully offered Philip to go firſt, but 
being told he was to go- alone, he went immedi- 
;ately and ſtood with all the compoſure imaginable ; 
that all who ſaw him wondered at his fortitude. 
When at liberty he ſaid, „ find myſelf as ſtrong E 
As ever, but I hardly know how to walk with» | 
out my irons.” He rejoiced that the time was 
;come for him to leave this wicked world. He 
hook hands with all the priſoners and bid them 1 
affectionately farewel. He then went into the 
cart, and kneeled down to pray. He repeated 1 
the Lord's prayer, and the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſeveral times: and ſaid, I am not 
aſhamed to die on the gallows : but I amaſhamed. 
chat I ever ſinned againſt God,” When we cama 
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near the gallows he ſmiled, and ſaid to me, 1 
am near heaven now. I never Was Happier in 


my life.“ At the place of execution Mr. Crow 
read the nſual fervioe. By Toby's defire,”I pray- 
ec with him, and commended his ſoul to God, 
Hle was then drawn to the fatal tree, where we 
' ſhook hands, and parted; to- meet no more till 
the reſurrection of the dead. FE believe the laſt 
words he ſpake were I'am ha py. Gol bleſs 
you. Farewel.“ Thus died Tobias Smith, April 
3, 1792, being little more than nineteen years of 
age, a miracle of grace. The hangman was fo 
drunk that he fell down three times. The peo- 
ple cried ſhame on him; but Toby ſtood with all 
the compoſure poſſible; he never ſhrunk nor 
trembled, and to all appearance was ſoon dead. 

He was buried the ſame evening, | 


>, © © It is evident that the diſagreement of his pa- 
rents was the firſt cauſe of his ruin. Evil exam- 

ple is of the werſt conſequence. Therefore I 
. - moſt ſolemnly warn all parents, into whofe hands 
this may come, to beware of what they ſay and 
do before their children, They will take notice 


preſſions of their parents. And the devil will 


hear and ſee. It appears from this aecount that 
when poor Toby was turned adrift by his father, 
he fell into wicked company, and by taking their 
-advice he was brought to a ſhameful death, O 
never turn them out, even when they are diſobe- 
dient; but conſider the cauſe of their conduct: 
-whether it originated in your bad example, neg- 
lect of duty in keeping up a conſtant and proper 


When you find it but, remove the cauſe, if poſ- 
fable. Live in the fear of God yourſelves; pray 


for your children; and then take ſuch meaſures 
are likely to reclaim them. Teach them as 
J. . a ſoan 
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hall now make a few remarks upon the | 


of the unkindneſs, wrong tempers, and vile ex- 


not fail to help them to make a bad uſe of all they 


_ diſcipline, or indulgence, or any other cauſe, 
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ſoon as poſſible, to regard the Sabbath: do not 

ſuffer them to play and indulge their pride on 
his day. Never cover the leaſt theft; but by all 
means expoſe them, if it be but the value of © 
din; for they will do worle if they are not 
amed out of it. Train them up as you would 


Vi them to live, in the fear of God. Pray that 
{t WG 0d may 1 you to live a godly, righteous and 
s ſober life; fo that both you and yours may 
i} ome to the eternal joys prepared for the righ- 
. eous. I intreat children, Beware of indulging 
fo ourſelves in any wrong thing, even to your pa- 


rents: you ſee that this man's firit offence was 
robbing his parents: then he was afterwards 
blamed when not guilty, which he could not bear; 

but by frequenting bad company and liſtening to 
their advice, living in ignorance and negle& of 
his duty to God, he proceeded from bad to worſe, 
till he finiſhed his life, according to his deſert, on 
the gallows. Honour your parents; fear God; 
repent of your fins, and ſeek for merey. If you 


I ſeek God with your whole heart, he will be found _ 
1s of you. Confider the effects of early piety, wen 
d 3 in; it always brings with it a bleſſing 
Wi oth to your parents and acquaintance, but more 
15 ſpecially to your own ſouls. It makes a man 
I peaceable in life, always an uſeful member of ſo- 
y Ficty, and prepares him for a glorious eternity. 
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